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Overview

• Background

• Rationale and context

• Research question

• Aims and objectives

• Methodology: Action Research 

• Sample ePortfolio pages

• Findings and recommendations



Map of Campus Locations



Year Description

1988 First offering of programme from RTC Galway

1992 Delegated authority for all RTC's

1995 First offering of degree programme

1997 RTC Galway becomes Galway Mayo Institute of Technology

2006 First offering of Initial Teacher Education programme

2010 First graduates of BSc in Design & Technology Education

2012
International Review of Initial Teacher Education Provision in 
Ireland

2013 25 Year anniversary of GMIT Letterfrack

Timeline of developments at GMIT Letterfrack



Programmes at GMIT Letterfrack

• BSc in Furniture Design and Manufacture (L7)GA970

• BSc in Furniture and Wood Technology (L7)GA971
• BSc (Hons) in Furniture Design and Manufacture 

(L8)GA981

• BSc (Hons) in Furniture and Wood Technology (L8)GA982
• BSc (Hons) in Education: Design Graphics and 

Construction (L8)GA980



Reconceptualised teaching programme 

New programme title;

BSc (Hons) in Education: Design 
Graphics and Construction

Key philosophies underpinning 
programme:

• Integration of knowledge & skill, 
theory & practice

• Critical reflection

• Professional development 



Feedback from schools

Excellent teacher. Got great 
positive feedback from 

student. Very well prepared. 
Excellent use of resources

Student knew the subject area
very well and was able to communicate 
this to the pupils excellently. Very good 

standard of workmanship

His use of resources
was excellent

Started early. Finished on 
time and had the students 

in the palm of his hand

Will make an 
excellent teacher

Very willing to listen 
to constructive criticism

By far the best student
teacher I have ever 

encountered



Digital Natives

Many children in the developed world are daily users of ICT in both 
their personal lives (social media communication) and in their school 
lives where there is almost an expectation that ICT is integrated into 
their learning



Teaching Council guidelines



Research aim
To critically examine the effectiveness, from both student 
and staff perspectives, of the two tools, Weebly and 
Excel, that were used to transition from a paper based to 
an electronic format. 



Methodology Framework: Action Research

Research Methods

• In-class questionnaires

• Online questionnaires

• Moodle reflections from staff

• Focus groups comprising of 3rd

and 4th year students



Methodology Framework: Action Research

As the methodology 
graphic shown here 
suggests, the action/act 
undertaken (which  
constitutes one’s 
practice) is one step of an 
action research cycle. 



ePortfolio options





Samples from student ePortfolios



Samples from student ePortfolios



Samples from student ePortfolios



Sample Excel file templates



Sample Excel file templates



Sample Excel file templates



Findings & Recommendations

Predominantly positive reaction (from both students and 
staff) regarding the move ePortfolio and eTeaching Practice 
files.

• Improvement in quality of student work

• Improvement in student engagement

• More efficient use of resources 

• Next initiative to create a Cloud based platform/framework 
that allows students to create and securely store ePortfolio
and School placement resources. 



Thank you

Questions?


