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Background

Lecturer in DIT School of Creative Arts
- BA Hons. Interior Design & Furniture

Subject areas: Commercial & Domestic Interior Design/Architecture, 
Building Regulations, Construction Studies & AutoCAD

AutoCAD:  A software that allows the user to produce technical 
drawings for Architecture, Design and Construction

Other:

Interior Design Programme Co-ordinator at Dublin Institute of Design since 2008

Working in the Architecture & Interior Design field since 1996



Why an MSc eLearning?

I wanted to pursue a Masters degree for progression in teaching. 

I was using self-produced video tutorials in my teaching of AutoCAD.

Researching the effectiveness of a blended learning approach was 
something I was interested in pursuing further.

I had obtained a PG Dip in 3rd level teaching and learning 2 years 
previously, with DIT LTTC, and I was familiar with the teaching 
methods, which included a reflective blog, similar to an ePortfolio.

I liked this method of using reflection as part of the learning process.



Why use an ePortfolio?

Beetham (2006) on e-portfolios:

• A collection of digital resources;
• Evidence of an individual’s progress and achievements drawn from both formal and 

informal learning activities;
• Resources that are personally managed and owned by the learner;
• Resources that can be used for review, reflection and personal development planning 

1. Documenting your learning

2. BUT also reflecting on your learning

3. Demonstrating your learning journey



What attracted me/my peers to WordPress?

MSc graduate sample ePortfolios were appealing.

Other platforms were less visually appealing and less user friendly.

Vast selection of free templates.

Most of the class were attracted to WordPress for the ePortfolio.

As a visual learner, it seemed to have the most design options and 
the skills could be used again in the future to create websites.



WordPress Themes page



My Homepage

WordPress ‘Twenty Ten’ Theme



WordPress ‘Edit’ page



WordPress ‘Customize’ page
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Lessons learned – Positives

User friendly interface: ability to create pages easily and set up a website-like 
format for the ePortfolio.

Video, audio, images, graphics and written documents can be uploaded or 
embedded from other websites such as Scribd, YouTube, SoundCloud and 
Slideshare.

The ePortfolio allowed for written reflection, which was viewed by lecturers and 
peers. This encouraged constructive peer feedback.

Learning the skills to build other websites on WordPress relating to my profession 
and for group assignments on the MSc.

Since the MSc, pages in the ePortfolio can be moved to allow my students to easily 
access CAD screencasts, while password protecting other parts of the site. 



Lessons learned – Negatives

There are limits to font, colour and layout choice, with free templates.

There is an annual fee for customizable templates.

There is an annual fee to enable video upload. 

I found the difference between pages and posts slightly confusing, 
but others used them.

There are more advanced features which would require guidance to 
use for the non-tech savvy user.



Technical Support from MSc Lecturers

Non-Technical support from MSc Lecturers

• Handbook – ‘Your ePortfolio Guidelines’
• Online feedback from lecturer 
• Work in Progress presentations 
• Clinics
• Queries welcomed any time via email 
• FAQ shared via Webcourses
• A support site set up on WordPress by lecturer
• Access to other learners ePortfolios, to allow feedback, 

comparison and contrast 

• Feedback on weekly reflection, 2nd year project 
and 1st year assignment progress



Technical support for my students

Minimal support required in this scenario 

Send the URL for video tutorials/screencasts pages to students

This allows students to watch the videos instantly

Face-to-face teaching and soft or hard copy notes supplied, in 
addition to the video tutorials



Examples of MSc ePortfolio work

• 1st year Module Assignments

• 2nd year Project

• Video Tutorials for student access

Let’s visit the ePortfolio!

https://traceydalton.wordpress.com/



Andrea Deac - 1st Year Interior Design & Furniture - Concept & 2d AutoCAD Drawings 

Examples of my students’ AutoCAD work



Examples of my students’ AutoCAD work

Andrea Deac - 1st Year Interior Design & Furniture – 2D & 3D AutoCAD Drawings 



Greta Usaite - 1st Year Interior Design & Furniture - Concept & 2d AutoCAD Drawings 

Examples of my students’ AutoCAD work



Greta Usaite - 1st Year Interior Design & Furniture - 3d AutoCAD Drawings 

Examples of my students’ AutoCAD work



MSc Journal Paper Title:

‘Can Post-Lecture CAD Screencasts Reduce Cognitive Load and 
Foster Self-directed Learning in First Year Interior Design?’

Feedback from my students on use of the CAD tutorials on my ePortfolio



Feedback from my students on use of the CAD tutorials on my ePortfolio

1. ‘If I was having trouble with a task I would view them.’

2. ‘It has helped me revise and learn more about CAD and how I can use it in my

work.’

3. ‘I have them to practise the commands we learned in class and to complete the

activities we were given.’

4. ‘It is very useful to have the videos to refer back to if you forget how to do

something.’

5. ‘I used them if I had a problem or if I forgot how to perform a specific task on CAD.’

6. ‘I have watched these videos after class to make sure I understand all the

techniques used.’

7. ‘I’ve used them whenever I struggled with a section of CAD or if I forget anything,

which is very helpful.’



What’s next for ePortfolios in my teaching?

Implementation of the use of ePortfolios, using WordPress,

with a 3rd year Professional Practice module in 2016/17 in Dublin

Institute of Design.

Students will create their own online portfolio, which can be used for

interview for employment, showcasing their design projects and

assignments completed on a BA Interior Design.
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Thank You!


