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Background

Lecturer in DIT School of Creative Arts
- BA Hons. Interior Design & Furniture

Subject areasCommercial & Domestic Interior Design/Architecture,
Building Regulations, Construction Studies & AutoCAD

AutoCAD:A software that allows the user to produce technical
drawings for Architecture, Design and Construction

Other:

Interior Design Programme @aodinator at Dublin Institute of Design since 2008

Working in the Architecture & Interior Design field since 1996




Why an MSc elLearning?

| wanted to pursue a Masters degree for progression in teaching.
| was using selbroduced video tutorials in my teaching of AutoCAD

Researching the effectiveness of a blended learning approach was
something | was interested in pursuing further.

| had obtained a PG Dip iff Bvel teaching and learning 2 years
previously, with DIT LTTC, and | was familiar with the teaching
methods, which included a reflective blog, similar toeddortfolia

| liked this method of using reflection as part of the learning proces




Why use arePortfolio?

Beetham(2006) on eportfolios:

A A collegtion of digital resources;
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informal learning activities;

A Resources that are personally managed and owned by the learner;
A Resources that can be used for review, reflection and personal development plannin

1. Documenting your learning
2. BUT alsaeflectingon your learning

3. Demonstrating your learning journey




What attracted me/my peers to WordPress?

MSc graduate sampkPortfolioswere appealing.

Other platforms were less visually appealing and less user friend|
Vast selection of free templates.

Most of the class were attracted to WordPress for @tortfolia

As a visual learner, it seemed to have the most design options an
the skills could be used again in the future to create websites.




WordPress Themes page

/ (@) Themes « tracey dalton e~ X m““ .'-- ‘ - %
&« C N ‘Ej WordPress.com (Automattic, Inc.) [US” https://wordpress.com/c (o

22 Apps G Gmail: Email from Go: G Google

gn/traceydalton.w

IS =

WS

("] Other bookmarks

@ My Sites BJ Reader

-
tracey dalton e-portfc CURRENT THEME & o
hs < B : Twenty Ten Customize Details
gﬂ Stats
Q Wwh i Al More
A =
{E] Plan s
Publish - PASSENGER s
— =
== Blog Posts Add New Album!
@ Pages Add i)
—_— ==
Personalize E == ~ = 1‘
Prosperity €150 oo Passenger €79 eso Marquee €69 Entrepreneur €175 Owari €99 see
Z Menus
O i g =
Didi ™
r N ——= —
Configure Sonsa
*, Sharing o
- People Add &R L
@* Domains Add TR I R =
Revelar eee Didi €79 soe Escutcheon Sonsa €69 Orvis soe

@ Settings

< Eroamm———————K
= Sund 200




2 Rt NBaa S g

A Sticky Post

Thie poows b stichy. @ gorme & epmesta atyhe arnt sbwenyy rwsihes of 1

Lorsey pmazs daes ot saet. Suspnsdions bmratss sdls i o

i Apps G Gmail: Email from Go' G Google [ Other bookmarks

€ Mysites Reader

tracey dalton e-portfolio

Protected:

Welcome to my ePortfolio! My name is Tracey Dalton.

I am a lecturer on the Interior Design and Furniture Degree at Dublin School of Creative
Arts, DIT, Grangegorman. I teach AutoCAD, Building Regulations and Construction
Studies. I also lecture in commercial interior design/architecture in the Dublin Institute of
Design. I have worked in industry as an Interior Architect / Designer for eleven years. To
see more of my professional design work you can access my on — line cv / portfolio
at: http: //daltondesignblog.wordpress.com

This is my e-portfolio for my MSc Applied eLearning with the DIT Learning, Teaching and
Technology centre. I am currently completing the second year of this Masters programme.
I have a special interest in the use of screencasts as an aid to reducing cognitive/work load
and encouraging self-directed learning in third level education.

Below is a short screencast to help with navigation of my ePortfolio:

My Homepage
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“Technology won’t replace teachers

‘ but teachers who use technology will
Preview m [ y probably replace teachers who do not.”

- Steve Wheeler, Plymouth University
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Screencast Development

Background: The term ‘screencast’ was coined by Jon Udell {2004) and is defined as “a
digitally recorded playback of a compurer screen output whis
narration, to visually present procedural information” (Sugar et al, 2010).

h often contains audio

Thes for this research project w sed on an AutoCAD module DIT first
year Interior Design and Furniture degree students. (These developed after making
page.) The screencasts
raturs Review were e-mailed to the student group on a week is. A website was not used as it

€encast:

L X < »
ded Leaming allow students to look at furure lessons. Files were compressed to a ‘zipped
reduce size to a maximum of 10 megabytes. They were also accessible in the comp
in the lecturer’s folder on the student drive, through the college server. Due care was
One column, no sidebar taken to simplify the labeling and order of the files for ease of access and filing for
students.
<& Sharing
¥ Show Sharing Buttons
¥/ Show Like Button
= v Software: The screencasts were produced using free downloadable software called
4 » ‘Hypercam’, from Hyperionics.com. It is a simple dialogue b th a series of tabs, v
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Lessons learned Positives

User friendly interfaceability to create pages easily and set up a webkie
format for theePortfolio.

Video, audio, images, graphics and written documents can be uploaded or
embedded from other websites such 8sribd YouTubeSoundClouénd
Slideshare

TheePortfolioallowed for written reflection, which was viewed by lecturers and
peers. This encouraged constructive peer feedback.

Learning the skills to build other websites on WordPress relating to my professic
and for group assignments on the MSc.

Since the MSc, pages in tePortfoliocan be moved to allow my students to easily
access CAD screencasts, while password protecting other parts of the site.




Lessons learned Negatives

There are limits to font, colour and layout choice, with free templat
There is an annual fee for customizable templates.
There is an annual fee to enable video upload.

| found the difference between pages and posts slightly confusing,
but others used them.

There are more advanced features which would require guidance
use for the norech savvy user.




Technical Support from MSc Lecturers

A Handbookc W, ZeBeNlioDdzA RSt Ay SaQ

A Online feedback from lecturer

A Work in Progress presentations

A Clinics

A Queries welcomed any time via email

A FAQ shared vi&/ebcourses

A A support site set up on WordPress by lecturer

A Access to other learneePortfolios to allow feedback,
comparison and contrast

Non-Technical support from MSc Lecturers

A Feedback on weekly reflectiom3/ear project
and F'year assignment progress




Technical support for my students

Minimal support required in this scenario
Send the URL for video tutorials/screencasts pages to students
This allows students to watch the videos instantly

Faceto-face teaching and soft or hard copy notes supplied, in
addition to the video tutorials




Examples of MSePortfolio work
A 1styear Module Assignments
A 2ndyear Project

A Video Tutorials for student access
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